Iraq

Iraq




Grounds on which abortion is permitted: 


To save the life of the woman
Yes


To preserve physical health
No


To preserve mental health
No


Rape or incest
No


Foetal impairment
Yes


Economic or social reasons
No


Available on request
No

Additional requirements:


Approval from two physicians is needed in order to obtain a legal abortion.  The written consent of the pregnant woman’s husband is also necessary.

Government view on fertility level:
Satisfactory

Government intervention concerning fertility level:
To lower

Government policy on contraceptive use:
Direct support provided

Percentage of currently married women using

 
modern contraception (aged 15-49,a 1989):
10b
Total fertility rate (1995-2000):
5.3

Age-specific fertility rate (per 1,000 women aged 15-19, 1995-2000):               45

Government has expressed particular concern about:


Morbidity and mortality resulting from induced abortion
No


Complications of childbearing and childbirth
No

Maternal mortality ratio (per 100,000 live births, 1990):


National
310


Western Asia 
320

Female life expectancy at birth (1995-2000):
63.9

a  Households of nationals of the country.


b Adjusted from source to exclude breastfeeding 




Iraqi abortion law explicitly states or implies several exceptions to a general prohibition on the performance of abortions. Under the general principles of criminal law, as expressed in article 63 of the Penal Code, which excuses the performance of criminal acts in cases of necessity, abortions are allowed in Iraq to preserve the life and health of the pregnant woman and for reasons of foetal defect. Iraqi law also allows abortion for reasons of incest and rape.  Spousal consent is required. Women and non-medical personnel who violate the law are subject to one year’s imprisonment and/or payment of a fine. It is considered an aggravating factor if the abortion is performed by medical personnel.


The approval of a committee of three physicians must be obtained and the abortion must be performed in a State hospital.


For many years, the Government of Iraq sought to promote rapid population growth, encouraging all women to have a minimum of four children.  Nevertheless, the Gulf war marked a turning point for population issues in Iraq. The Government now reports that it seeks to maintain, rather than to increase the rate of population growth. Moreover, in its reply to the Eighth United Nations Inquiry among Governments on Population and Development, it noted the desirability of lowering fertility.  Until recently, family planning services were provided by the Iraq Family Planning Association and the private sector for medical indications only.  In 1994, however, the policy was changed and the Government issued a decree allowing the provision of family planning services to all Iraqi women.  


The ongoing embargo has seriously affected the country’s health and welfare sectors.  Although the Iraq Family Planning Association, under a special humanitarian licence, receives international assistance in the form of contraceptives and medical equipment, this is not sufficient to meet demand.  A 1989 survey found a modern contraceptive prevalence rate of only 10 per cent and the Iraq Family Planning Association accordingly sought to increase the contraceptive prevalence rate to 50 per cent by the year 2000.  No current reliable figures are available to assess the progress made. The current population growth rate (1995-2000) has been estimated at 2.8 per cent.
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Source:  The Population Policy Data Bank maintained by the Population Division of the Department for Economic and Social Affairs of the United Nations Secretariat.  For additional sources, see list of references.
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