Barack-A-Bye Baby
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On January 10, 2005, newly elected Illinois U. S. Senator Barack Obama visited the Springfield capitol building to bid farewell to former colleagues, staffers, and perhaps the beautiful, historic structure itself, where he had just tenured seven years as state senator.

At the time Obama was semi-famous for the speech he gave five months prior at the Democratic National Convention
  but was not yet a political rock star.
So as Obama sauntered about, he created a small buzz but was still approachable.

I happened to be at the capitol that day, too, lobbying for the fifth year in a row for passage of Illinois’ Born Alive Infant Protection Act.
Ironic. Obama had been the sole senator speaking against Born Alive on the Senate floor in 2001
 and 2002
 and as chairman of the Senate committee hearing it in 2003, was responsible for killing it.

A friend lobbying with me did not want to let this opportunity pass to inform Obama that Born Alive had been resurrected.  So she pulled us into Obama’s path, declaring, “Senator, we are going to pass Born Alive here in Illinois this year.”

Obama smiled and agreed, “I think you will,” adding, “I would have voted for the Born Alive Infants Protection Act in Illinois had it been worded the same as the federal bill.  I think that’s the position the Democrats should take.”

The fact is Obama did vote against
 the identically worded bill on the state level as the federal bill.
 

Born Alive did finally pass in Illinois that year - after Obama was no longer in a position to stop it.

A journalist recently described Obama as not just the most pro-abortion U.S. senator but “the most pro-abortion presidential candidate ever.”
 

It’s true.  

Other presidential hopefuls have supported partial birth abortion, in-state minor abortions and interstate trafficking of minors for abortions without parental notification, repeal of the Mexico City Policy, government funding of human embryo and cloning experimentation, increased government funding of “family planning” and comprehensive sex ed, and the Freedom of Choice Act.

But Obama stands alone as the only president to have opposed legislation attempting to protect abortion survivors. This sets him apart.
Why the need?
The Born Alive Infant Protection Act was introduced in 2001 after I went public with my eyewitness account of babies being aborted alive and shelved to die in a soiled utility room at Christ Hospital, in Oak Lawn, Illinois, where I worked as a registered nurse in the labor and delivery department.

I discovered the induced labor abortion procedure, previously unknown to the public, wherein doctors provoke premature labor of a mother before they believe her baby can survive outside the uterus.  This often follows the diagnosis of a birth defect.  
Doctors anticipate the baby will die during the birth process or soon afterward.  And sometimes they do survive. My experience was survivors lived anywhere from a few minutes to almost an entire eight-hour shift at Christ Hospital.  There, live aborted babies were never medically assessed after delivery.  Since parents usually wanted nothing to do with their live aborted babies, they were relegated to the department’s soiled utility room until they died.

After pro-life Republican Illinois Attorney General Jim Ryan determined Christ Hospital was breaking no laws, state Sen. Patrick O’Malley, from the Oak Lawn area, introduced a package of three bills.  

The cornerstone bill was called the Born Alive Infant Protection Act,
 which codified legal protection of persons in Illinois to include any baby born alive, no matter what gestational age or circumstance of birth.  The other two bills specified penalties if babies were aborted alive and abandoned or killed.

The definition of “born alive” was identical to that of legislation introduced on the federal level in 2000
 by Florida Congressman Charles Canady.  The definition was created by the World Health Organization in 1950
 and adopted by the United Nations in 1955:

The term `born alive', with respect to a member of the species homo sapiens, means the complete expulsion or extraction from its mother of that member, at any stage of development, who after such expulsion or extraction breathes or has a beating heart, pulsation of the umbilical cord, or definite movement of voluntary muscles, regardless of whether the umbilical cord has been cut, and regardless of whether the expulsion or extraction occurs as a result of natural or induced labor, cesarean section, or induced abortion.
I testified in 2000
 and 2001
 about my experiences at Christ Hospital before the Subcommittee on the Constitution of the U. S. House Committee on the Judiciary.
Ignoring is bliss

I first encountered Barack Obama on March 27, 2001, when I testified before the Illinois Senate Judiciary Committee, of which he was a member.  My testimony included my description of holding a premature aborted baby until he died:

One night, a nursing co-worker was taking an aborted Down’s Syndrome baby who was born alive to our Soiled Utility Room because his parents did not want to hold him, and she did not have time to hold him.  I could not bear the thought of this suffering child dying alone in a Soiled Utility Room, so I cradled and rocked him for the 45 minutes that he lived.  He was 21 to 22 weeks old, weighed about ½ pound, and was about 10 inches long.  He was too weak to move very much, expending any energy he had trying to breathe.  Toward the end he was so quiet that I couldn’t tell if he was still alive unless I held him up to the light to see if his heart was still beating through his chest wall.  After he was pronounced dead, we folded his little arms across his chest, wrapped him in a tiny shroud, and carried him to the hospital morgue where all of our dead patients are taken.

Unfazed, Obama joined ACLU attorney Colleen Connell to question whether Born Alive would impede the right to abort.  They worried Born Alive would interfere with doctor/patient decision-making.  They speculated Born Alive would force doctors to resuscitate nonviable aborted alive babies.  

Obama voted against Born Alive in committee.
  On the Senate floor, he was the lone senator speaking against Born Alive, attempting to dissuade colleagues on its constitutionality.
  He upgraded his vote for the public record to “present.”

Ironically, it was “present” votes such as this that presidential candidate Hillary Clinton later touted as demonstration Obama was not a real pro-abortion leader, although she voted for Born Alive as U.S. senator; she voted pro-life.  

In response to the criticism of his “present vote” Obama put this on his campaign website,
 underlines mine:

Pam Sutherland Confirmed: Planned Parenthood Says Obama's Present Votes On Choice Are "Leadership Votes." "'We at Planned Parenthood view those as leadership votes,' Pam Sutherland, the president and CEO of the Illinois Planned Parenthood Council, told ABC News. 'We worked with him specifically on his strategy. The Republicans were in control of the Illinois Senate at the time. They loved to hold votes on 'partial birth' and 'born alive'. They put these bills out all the time . . . because they wanted to pigeonhole Democrats...Sutherland said Obama approached her in the late 1990s and worked with her and others in crafting the strategy of voting 'present.' She remembers meeting with Obama outside of the Illinois Senate chambers on the Democratic side of the aisle. She and Obama finished their conversation in his office. 'He came to me and said: 'My members are being attacked. We need to figure out a way to protect members and to protect women,' said Sutherland in recounting her conversation with Obama. 'A present vote was hard to pigeonhole which is exactly what Obama wanted.' [ABC, 7/17/07
]
Obama: His own constitutional crisis

Barack Obama considers himself a constitutional expert.  A graduate of Harvard Law School, he taught constitutional law at the University of Chicago for 10 years.  Both are listed in the top 10 law schools in the country.

But Obama is constitutionally challenged in a foundational area.  

Obama illustrated this blind spot in his book, Audacity of Hope, where he quoted then misinterpreted the Declaration of Independence:

 

“We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among those are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.”

… [T]he essential idea behind the Declaration - that we are born into this world free, all of us; that each of us arrives with a bundle of rights that can't be taken away by any person or any state without just cause; that through our own agency we can, and must, make of our lives what we will – is one that every American understands. 

Obama’s chose the word “born” as his view of the Declaration’s launching point for the rights of life, liberty, and pursuit of happiness obviously to protect his belief in abortion.

But the Declaration clearly states these rights commence at “creation.”  Framers reiterated this point by stating they are endowed by a “Creator.”

Whatever, Obama said our ‘bundle of rights” can be “taken away” with “just cause.”  
Obama believes abortion is a "just cause."

Here is how Obama argued against Born Alive during Senate floor debate in 2001:

… I just want to suggest… that this is probably not going to survive constitutional scrutiny.  

Number one, whenever we define a previable fetus as a person that is protected by the equal protection clause or the other elements in the Constitution, what we're really saying is, in fact, that they are persons that are entitled to the kinds of protections that would be provided to a – child, a nine-month-old – child that was delivered to term.  That determination then, essentially, if it was accepted by a court, would forbid abortions to take place. 

I mean, it – it would essentially bar abortions, because the equal protection clause does not allow somebody to kill a child, and if this is a child, then this would be an antiabortion statute.  For that purpose, I think it would probably be found unconstitutional.

 

Incredible words, indicating just how far Obama would go to safeguard abortion.

First, Obama contended age is a determining factor whether constitutional rights apply.  

Second, if a previable baby survives his abortion, nevertheless the pregnancy has been terminated.  Roe v. Wade has been satisfied. What more did Obama need, a dead baby?  Yes.

Third, did Obama really mean to say only if a child is not defined a child can we “allow somebody to kill” her? 
Despite Obama, Born Alive passed by a large margin, only to stall in the House.

Meanwhile…

In August 2002, President Bush signed the federal version of Born Alive into law
 after it passed both houses of Congress overwhelmingly.  I was invited to his signing ceremony.

In the U. S. Senate, Born Alive passed unanimously, 98-0.   Even notorious abortion proponents spoke in its favor, recognizing the American public would view opposition to Born Alive as support of infanticide:

Therefore, I as being a pro-choice Senator on this side, representing my colleagues here, have no problem whatsoever with this amendment.  I feel good about that.  I feel good that we can, in fact, vote for this together.  It is very rare that we can.

~ U. S. Senator Barbara Boxer, June 28, 2001

Madame President, I am going to urge the Senate to accept the amendment tomorrow.  I think we have had a good discussion about it.  I hope that we will move ahead and accept it.

~ U. S. Senator Ted Kennedy, June 28, 2001

Born Alive passed in the U. S. House 380-15.  World Magazine called opponents there “the Fanatical 15.”

Even NARAL, the National Abortion and Reproductive Rights Action League, went neutral:

Consistent with our position last year, NARAL does not oppose passage of the Born Alive Infants Protect Act.  Last Year’s committee and floor debate served to clarify the bill’s intent and assure us that it is not targeted at Roe. v. Wade or a woman’s right to choose.

Obama’s second strike

When state Sen. O’Malley reintroduced Born Alive and its companion bills in 2002, they headed again to the same committee, where Obama rewrote history:

Ms. Stanek, your initial testimony last year showed your dismay at the lack of regard for human life.  I agreed with you last year, and we suggested that there be a Comfort Room or something of that nature be done.  The hospital acknowledged that and changes were made and you are still unimpressed.  It sounds to me like you are really not interested in how these fetuses are treated, but rather not providing absolutely any medical care or life to them.

Of course, Obama had not agreed with me the year before, and I was the one who had told him about the horrifying Comfort Room, which the hospital created in response to my testimony that babies were being shelved to die in a soiled utility room:

We now have this prettily wallpapered room complete with a First Foto machine, baptismal gowns, a footprinter, and baby bracelets, so that we can offer keepsakes to parents of their aborted babies.  There is even a nice wooden rocker in the room to rock live aborted babies to death.
Obama had most certainly not helped develop the concept and should have been ashamed of himself had he. 

Obama also began to play interference for the hospital.  It is relevant to note Christ Hospital is affiliated with the pro-abortion United Church of Christ, of which Obama was then a member.  In fact, Obama’s own church, Trinity, is the largest U. S. UCC
 and is located only five miles from Christ Hospital.  Obama’s pastor, Dr. Jeremiah Wright, previously served on the board of Christ Hospital’s health care system.

I responded that while the hospital made live birth abortions look nicer, the end result was still dead babies.

“What we are doing here is to create one more burden on women, and I can’t support that,” Obama concluded, and voted “no” in committee again.

But the bills passed and went again to the Senate floor where again Obama was the sole speaker against them.  This time he spoke more against Born Alive’s companion bills, but he clearly advocated infanticide of abortion survivors (underline mine):
[T]his puts the burden on the attending physician who has determined, since they are performing this procedure, that in fact, this is a nonviable fetus; that if that fetus, or child – however way you want to describe it – is now outside the mother’s womb, and the doctor continues to think that it’s nonviable that there’s, let’s say, movement or some indication that, in fact, they’re not just coming out limp and dead, that, in fact, they would then have to call a second physician to monitor and check off and make sure that this is not a live child that could be saved..

… an additional doctor who then has to be called in an emergency situation to come in and make these assessments is really designed simply to burden the original decision of the woman and the physician to induce labor and perform an abortion.

This time Obama voted “no” on the Senate floor for Born Alive.  It passed overwhelmingly again, went to the House again, and died there again.
Obama’s third strike

In November 2002, evidence for the need in Illinois to define “born alive” came aside from abortion when an Illinois court acquitted Elizabeth Ehlert, who in 1995 was convicted of murdering her newborn baby daughter, who she delivered at home and suffocated.  The court determined it could not be ascertained the six-pound, 19-inch baby girl was "completely separated" at delivery when Ehlert killed her.

Also that month, Democrats gained control of the Illinois Senate, so when Born Alive was reintroduced for the third time in 2003, it was directed to the Obama-chaired, infamously liberal Health and Human Services Committee, where he voted to amend the wording of the state version of Born Alive to be identical as the overwhelmingly passed federal version the year before, and then voted against it.

One of Obama’s 10 later excuses for opposing Illinois’ Born Alive was, “At the federal level, there was a similar bill that passed because it had an amendment saying this does not encroach on Roe vs. Wade.  I would have voted for that bill.”

In fact, that was a false statement, as I’ve previously explained.  However, Obama went on to repeat that false statement over four years until August 2008, maintaining the bills weren’t identical – calling pro-lifers liars as recently as August 16, 2008
 - until the National Right to Life Committee uncovered and posted his vote, at which point his campaign conceded.
 His campaign then maintained “the legislation could have undermined existing Illinois abortion law,” which is simply untrue and easily refuted in that Born Alive was passed by a Democrat-controlled Illinois General Assembly and signed into law by Democrat Gov. Rod Blagojevich eight months after Obama left the Illinois state senator 
At any rate, the federal version’s added paragraph said nothing of the sort.  In fact, it cleverly stated the opposite.  It said that defining personhood to include born alive infants did not mean preborn infants weren’t persons, too:

Nothing in this section shall be construed to affirm, deny, expand, or contract any legal status or legal right applicable to any member of the species homo sapiens at any point prior to being “born alive” as defined in this section.

Why Jesus Christ would not vote for Barack Obama
By this time Obama was running for U. S. Senate and won his primary in March 2004.  For a short while Obama had no Republican opponent after Jack Ryan was forced to quit the race over the public release of scandalous divorce papers.  

Republicans scrambled.  Someone approached Alan Keyes, who lived in Maryland.  It was Obama’s position against Born Alive that persuaded Keyes to run against him, as he stated in his announcement speech:

When I was first approached about this possibility… I have to say that my reaction was negative…. What finally caught my eye, however… what finally arrested my attention and forced me to consider whether I not only had the opportunity to oppose him, but the obligation… was when I learned that [Obama] had actually, in April 2002, apparently cast a vote that would continue to allow live birth abortions in the state of Illinois….

We are talking about a situation in which, in 
the course of an abortion procedure, a child has been born alive - is out of the womb, breathing and living on its own - and he cast a vote against the idea that we should not stand by and let that child die!

This was also why Keyes famously alleged during their campaign that Jesus Christ would not vote for Barack Obama, as he explained in an interview:

Christ would not stand idly by while an infant child in that situation died. ... Christ would not vote for Barack Obama, because Barack Obama has voted to behave in a way that it is inconceivable for Christ to have behaved.

Obama later admitted Keyes’ comment “nagged” him and has written or spoke about it several times, although he always misrepresents Keyes’ rationale as being about abortion support when it was specifically about infanticide support.  In a July 2006 opinion piece in USA Today, restated later in Audacity of Hope, Obama wrote:

If I am opposed to abortion for religious reasons but seek to pass a law banning the practice, I cannot simply point to the teachings of my church. I have to explain why abortion violates some principle that is accessible to people of all faiths, including those with no faith at all.

Obama's support of infanticide was the only issue that dogged him during the campaign.  The Chicago Sun-Times published a cartoon depicting Obama holding a sign reading "LIVE BIRTH ABORTION," with God reaching down from heaven to a baby in front of Obama, the baby is reaching up to God, and Obama yelling at God, "You keep out of this!"


Aside from asserting babies who survive abortions are not protected by the Equal Protection Clause of the Constitution, that providing emergency care to abortion survivors would be burdensome to mothers, that aborting babies alive and letting them die is a religious issue, that aborting babies alive and letting them die violates no universal principle, Obama has at various times listed other excuses for opposing Born Alive:
· Letting abortion survivors die is a doctor's prerogative: An Obama spokesman told the Chicago Tribune in August 2004 that Obama voted against Born Alive because it included provisions that "would have taken away from doctors their professional judgment when a fetus is viable."

· Anyway, doctors don't do that: Obama told the Chicago Sun-Times in October 2004 he opposed Born Alive because "physicians are already required to use life-saving measures when fetuses are born alive during abortions."

· Obama apparently read medical charts and saw no proof: During a speech at Benedictine University in October 2004, Obama said "there was no documentation that hospitals were actually doing what was alleged in testimony presented before him in committee," according to the Illinois Leader.

· Introducing legislation to stop live aborted babies from being shelved to die was a political maneuver: During the Benedictine University speech, Obama said, "The bill was unnecessary in Illinois and was introduced for political reasons," according to the Illinois Leader.
 

· Sinking Born Alive was about outmaneuvering that political maneuver. Obama has this quote on his website:  “Pam Sutherland… of… Illinois Planned Parenthood… told ABC News, ‘We worked with him specifically on his strategy. The Republicans were in control of the Illinois Senate at the time. They loved to hold votes on “partial birth” and “born alive.”  They put these bills out all the time ... because they wanted to pigeonhole Democrats. ...’"

All of Obama’s excuses for opposing Born Alive were false, but in my mind the worst was his conjecture, as stated on the Illinois Senate floor, that it would "encroach on Roe v. Wade.”

That was not true, but so what if it was?
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