This document is a preliminary summary and may be further modified or updated.


SUMMARY OF 2011 STATE LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS
[bookmark: _GoBack]Current as of July 13, 2011
Despite budgetary and other significant concerns at the state level, 2011 is shaping up to be a momentous year for pro-life legislative gains.
Overall Pro-Life Legislative Activity:
  
More than 900 life-related measures have been considered in 2011 (with, notably, approximately 2/3 of these measures dealing with abortion). This is a 80% more activity over 2010.

Approximately 62 bills have been enacted as of June. There are bills still pending in MI, OH, PA, WI along with a few still being considered by governors.

Abortion-Related Legislation
In 2011, there has been an “explosion” in the number of abortion-related bills.  Thus far in 2011, there have been approximately 600 abortion-related bills considered in the 50 states – double the number of abortion-related bills (300) that were considered in 2010 and the highest number we have seen in the last 7 years.
Many of the bills considered this year and the laws actually enacted are significant in scope and impact – and did not simply “fiddle around the margins” or provide minor tweaks existing laws.
As of early June, approximately 58[footnoteRef:1] new pro-life, abortion-related laws have been enacted, imposing approximately 72 new pro-life requirements.[footnoteRef:2]  By comparison, in 2010, only 29 pro-life, abortion-related measures were enacted. [1:  States such as Indiana, Kansas, and North Dakota enacted multifaceted pro-life bills, containing more than one pro-life requirement (e.g. funding restrictions and an abortion ban in Indiana).]  [2:  A small number of state legislatures remain in regular session or are in special session, so additional pro-life measures may still be enacted.] 

Arizona, Indiana, Kansas, Oklahoma, Texas, and Utah had notably successful legislative sessions, enacting multiple pro-life measures.
Pro-life victories in 2011 include[footnoteRef:3]: [3:  This list is not necessarily exhaustive and additional measures may be added.] 

Abortion Funding
· Indiana (all funding), Kansas (Title X funding), New Hampshire (cancel contract), New Jersey (cut $7.5m in state funding), North Carolina (no contracts with Planned Parenthood), Tennessee (certain family planning funding), and Wisconsin (federal family planning funding) eliminated funding of Planned Parenthood and other abortion providers
· Arizona prohibited state funds or tuition from being used to pay for abortion training at public universities

Insurance Coverage for Abortion

· Florida, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, Nebraska, Oklahoma, Utah, and Virginia opted-out of the abortion-mandate in the federal health care law
· Kansas, Nebraska, Oklahoma, and Utah placed additional limits on abortion coverage in private insurance plans

Abortion Bans

· Arizona enacted a measure banning sex-selective abortions
· Alabama, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, and Oklahoma banned late-term abortions (at or after 20 weeks) based on fetal pain
· Kansas also placed additional limits and reporting requirements on post-viability abortions

Parental Involvement	

· Kansas and Nebraska replaced existing parental notice laws with parental consent
· New Hampshire enacted a parental notification requirement
· Indiana, Kansas, Nebraska, and North Dakota amended their judicial bypass procedures (for parental involvement) and upgraded reporting laws relative to minors’ abortions

Abortion Clinic Regulations and Other Requirements for Abortion Providers

· Kansas, Utah, and Virginia enacted measures regulating abortion clinics
· North Dakota enacted a physician-only law for abortion, along with a requirement for a transfer agreement with a local hospital to assist in the treatment of abortion-related complications
· Arizona affirmatively prohibited physician assistants and nurses from providing abortions
· Indiana and Kansas enacted requirements that abortion providers have admitting privileges at hospitals

Abortion Reporting

· Alabama, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas, North Dakota, Oklahoma, and Texas updated/upgraded their abortion reporting laws

Prohibition of “Telemed” Abortions/Regulation of RU-486

· Arizona, Kansas, Nebraska, North Dakota, and Oklahoma regulated the provision of RU-486, effectively prohibiting “telemed” abortions

Ultrasound Requirements

· Arizona, Indiana, Kansas, and Texas enacted ultrasound requirements

Informed Consent Requirements and Enhancements

· Texas now requires in-person, pre-abortion counseling with the abortion provider (for all women who live within 100 miles of the abortion facility)
· North Dakota now requires counseling on the abortion-breast cancer link
· Indiana and Kansas require abortion providers or other pre-abortion counselors to inform a woman that an unborn child is a living human being (or similar language)
· South Dakota increased the reflection period for abortion to 72 hours, required better counseling on abortion complications, and mandated a visit to a CPC before an abortion 



Rights of Conscience Protection - Abortion

· Utah expanded its conscience protections, enacting a measure that allows any hospital or clinic employee as well as any public hospital, non-religious hospital, or any health clinic to decline to participate in abortions

Support for Pregnancy Centers/Abortion Alternatives

· Alabama, Arizona, Missouri, South Dakota, Texas, and West Virginia adopted AUL’s model pregnancy center resolution
· Texas and Utah established “Choose Life” license plates, providing funding for pregnancy care centers and abortion alternatives.
· Kansas continued direct funding for abortion alternatives

Other Significant Victories

· Under pressure from Compassion & Choices to permit physician-assisted suicide, Idaho legislators instead enacted AUL model legislation banning assisted suicide
· North Carolina and Tennessee enacted fetal homicide legislation
· North Dakota enacted a measure requiring that physicians provide women with information on umbilical cord donation
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